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TGIJP In the Media

LEGAL Corner

November ��, ����

“Transphobia: Violence and discrimination 
against transgender people are rampant—

even in the liberal East Bay.”
http://tinyurl.com/m2nysny

May ��, ����

“Transgender inmate takes on Georgia 
prison system amid Manning transfer”

http://tinyurl.com/zjw�fcu

“No to Prison Industrial Complex: 
San Francisco’s Trans Community 
Responds to Brutal Murders”
http://tinyurl.com/hhr3xa3

May ��, ����

“Sentenced to Abuse: Trans People  
in Prison Su�er Rape, Coercion,  

Denial of Medical Treatment”
http://tinyurl.com/jkp3ke8

July ��, ����

“Miss Major: T he Bay Area’s Trans 
Formative Matriarch”

http://tinyurl.com/q2j6534

January ��, ����

“Care not cages: Fighting for trans 
women’s dignity and freedom”

http://tinyurl.com/gn7waxl

February 
��, ����

TGIJP’s Legal Program focuses on supporting 
TGI people inside of prisons who are struggling 
against the prison system by fighting for their 
rights and the TGI community’s rights while 
behind bars. The legal program also overlaps with 
TGIJP’s Grassroots Re-Entry Program in supporting 
TGI people coming home by providing direct legal 
services and connecting members with legal 
services offered around the Bay Area. 

Since May 2015, TGIJP’s legal program has 
worked in direct collaboration with 50 TGIJP 
members, primarily trans women of color, in 
providing legal support and advocacy (26 TGI 
people inside of prison and 24 people on the 
outside. 10 trans men and gender non-con-
forming people and 40 trans women and gender 
non-conforming people.). In addition to our 

history of hosting legal fellows and interns, TGIJP 
has recently developed a team of 15 volunteers 
to do legal visits and in its first six months we 
visited with 12 trans people in 3 institutions. Our 
advocacy and visitation work correlates with our 
on-going mail night program, where beyond 
answering requests for general information, we 
answer legal questions and provide legal support.

TGIJP is also developing a national network of 
attorneys who are trans friendly and who stand 
in solidarity with trans liberation practices to 
support TGI people both inside and out of incar-
ceration. In the Bay Area, TGIJP is working to 
build infrastructure to provide coordinated and 
amplified legal support for our people inside. To 
enable this we helped create a regular convening 
of California Coalition for Women Prisoners, 

the Transgender Law Center, Justice Now, the 
National Lawyers Guild, and the Prison Law Office. 
As part of this collaboration, we are developing 
a medical advocacy team – a team of medical 
providers who can inform our advocacy and 
advance peer-to-peer professional relationship 
building and tactical exchanges with “corrections” 
gatekeepers towards more accountable medical  
practices. 

TGIJP’s Legal Program is tackling a large and 
specialized area of law and legal issues with very 
limited resources. We are grateful for the knowl-
edge shared with our organization by current 
and formerly incarcerated people, lawyers, legal 
workers and activists who are working in soli-
darity with TGIJP and our members to address the 
legal needs of our community.
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Melenie Eleneke  
Grassroots Re-Entry Program
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Members connect with TGI Justice Project through many avenues and means.  Sometimes we are 
able to stop the harms impacting our community before formal criminalization, policing, or incarcer-

ation, however we frequently hear from our community once they are already system involved.  This visual 
of our re-entry work demonstrates that TGIJP builds programs from the point of contact to intervene in the 

immediate harms and crises of our community while working to collectivize and politicize in the process.

CRIMINALIZATION

MELENIE ELENEKE GRASSROOTS RE-ENTRY PROGRAM

Every person has a unique recipe for successful re-entry, and at TGIJP we create space to equip our 
community with the skills and support they need to cook up the next phase of their lives. The programs 
namesake, Melenie Eleneke showed the world how to love, welcome home, work with and fight for 
trans women. Mahalo Melenie!



Thank You To Our Supporters

Arcus Foundation
Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice

Burt Family Foundation
City and County of San Francisco

Criminal Justice Initiative (CJI)
Elton John AIDS Foundation

Funding Queerly Giving Circle
The Harnisch Foundation

Horizons Foundation
Morningstar Foundation

Northern California War Tax  
Resistance/People’s Life Fund

Our Fund
Praxis International, Inc

Tatiana von Furstenberg and The Diller -  
von Furstenberg Family Foundation

Trans Justice Funding Project

Tikkun Olam Foundation

Urgent Action Fund  
for Women’s Human Rights

Women’s Foundation - Race, Gender  
and Human Rights Giving Circle

van Löben Sels/RembeRock Foundation

Victor and Lorraine Honig Fund -  
Common Counsel Foundation

AK Press

Aids Legal Referral Panel

Asian & Pacific Islander  
Wellness Center

bklyn boi hood

BlackOut Collective

BlackTransMedia

Chica Catering

Crash Pad Series

Design Action Collective

Drug Policy Alliance

Flying Over the Walls

Forward Together

Fresh Meat Productions

Get Equal

Lisa Marie Alatorre Consulting

Magic Makers

National Center for  
Lesbian Rights

PM Press

Peacock Rebellion

QWOCMAP

Saltwater Consulting

Ships In The Night

Trans Justice Funding Project

Transformative Justice  
Law Project

Wild Fancy Design

Winzday Events

YKB Stories of South  
Asian Women

Organization Alliances

Foundation Support

Individual Solidarity
Thank you to every single individual who gave TGIJP some of their money, licked an envelope, hosted an event, donated their stocks, 
told their friends, lined up a panel or speaking event, came out to an action or event, cooked at a retreat, thank you for all of the support! 
In addition to each organization listed below, TGI Justice Project is sustained by the collective efforts of many people. For fear of leaving 
anyone out, we leave this note of appreciation for each individual person who has contributed to TGI Justice Project. Thank you!
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